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17Official news from Marlborough Town Council

Publication of Official Town 
Guide
After an absence of some years, the Town 
Council has decided to commission a 
new Official Town Guide for Marlborough.  
Stemming from a suggestion made by the 
Council’s recently appointed Town Clerk, 
Mr. Derek Wolfe, and as a result of further 
consideration by Councillors, the Council 
has formally authorised the drafting of a new 
Official Town Guide for Marlborough, for 
publication and dissemination later this year.  
The editorial will be prepared by the Town 
Clerk with valuable assistance from local 
volunteers. It is anticipated that up to 8,000 
Guides will be published, made available free 
of charge to residents, prospective residents 
and tourists.  Such Guides are usually 
published every other year, meaning that 
editions in 2012, 2014 and 2016 are likely. 

Quality Council Status 
Following the loss of its initial Quality Council 
status after five years, the Town Council 
has agreed to reapply for accreditation.  
This will require the Council to draft, agree 
and implement a number of new policy 
initiatives first, before it can become eligible 
to apply.  The Council will need to satisfy 
tests relating to electoral mandate; qualified 
Clerk; four-plus Council meetings per annum; 
the production of an annual report; providing 
audited accounts; adopting and following the 
code of conduct; promoting local democracy 
and citizenship; signing-up to proper staff 
conditions of service and undergoing regular 
training.  Three of these requirements have 
only been in existence for the last few years, 
hence the need to formulate some new 
policies.  The Town Clerk estimates that 
the Council is unlikely to be in a position to 
reapply until May 2013, following the next l 
elections.

Staffing complement up to 
strength
Since the departure of two long-serving 
and valued members of The Council’s 
outdoors staffing team, the Council has at 
times struggled to fulfil all of its grounds 
maintenance functions.  Although the four 
remaining experienced staff have manfully 
striven to keep on top of the Council’s 
burgeoning workload, the absence of two 
much-needed replacements has impacted 
on all members of the team.  The Council is 
therefore delighted to announce that it has 
appointed two new members of staff to fill the 
vacancies, both of whom have a wealth of 
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experience of working in the public and private 
sectors, and bring with them a range of skills, 
qualifications and experience.  Richard Beale 
has already commenced his duties with the 
Council, whilst Nigel Weatherly will be starting 
work on 19 March.  This will help the Town 
Council provide a higher standard of grounds 
maintenance in the future, as well as meeting 
the demands and expectations of the local 
community in respect of this year’s Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations, especially during the 
height of the summer season.  This improved 
capability will enable the outdoors team to 
tackle new initiatives, as and when these 
are formally agreed by the Council, such as 
possible participation in Britain in Bloom. 

Jubilee Apple Orchard
A well-attended meeting of the Marlborough 
Common Users Group on 6 March was 
informed that the Town Council had plans to 
create a Diamond Jubilee Apple Orchard on 
land situated to the West of Frees Avenue.  
The orchard is to be planted in such a way 
that as trees mature they will form a “diamond” 
shape on the Common.  The apple orchard 
will cover an area measuring approximately 
45m x 30m in total.  The saplings are due to 
be planted between 14 and 21 October this 
year (the latter date marking International 
Apple Day) and will comprise examples of all 
10 varieties of apple native to Wiltshire.  The 
Council hopes to be able to fund this initiative 
via external grants, as a gift to the Town, for 
enjoyment by present and future generations of 
Marlborians.


